
RAND COMMUNITIES WATER DISTRICT 

NOTICE  OF  PUBLIC  HEARING 

DATE: Fri. July 1, 2022  TIME: 7:00 PM 

LOCATION:   
27804 Comstock Ave, Johannesburg, CA 93528 

Rand Communities Water District is proposing a rate increase. Due to inflation and other factors, your water company is 
in a financial straits. Our goal at Rand Communities Water District (District) is to provide quality water at the lowest 
possible rates and still be a self sustaining viable entity. In order to do so, we must have sufficient reserves to handle cat-
astrophic failures or emergencies, plan and prepare for future capital repairs and improvements, as well as meet the ever 
increasing cost to operate. Fact is; we have a moral and legal obligation to do so. 

It’s been almost eight years since the last increase and the District has been operating at a loss for the past several years. 
In fiscal year 2019/20 it cost 4.1 cents per gallon to deliver water to the customers and the District received 3.1 cents per 
gallon from water sales: bulk sales was the only saving grace. In 2020/21 total expenses—even with bulk sales—were 
$25,348 more than total income. This year we are on track for a $60,000 deficit. The District will not survive at these 
rates. If the District does not survive, the alternatives are not good. We are cutting all discretionary spending, cut payroll, 
and eliminated positions, but it’s not enough. The proposed rates are as follows: 

  

The following are some examples of how this will affect your water bill:   

Every customer will pay a minimum of $14.00 per month more. Those who use more than the minimum will pay an ad-
ditional 1/4 cent more than you pay now for each gallon used over 1500. This is a onetime increase that is estimated to 
bring in an additional $53,063 ($44,688.00 from the basic fee increase and $8,375.00 from the volumetric increase. The 
average total annual expenses over the past three years is $303,000. The average total annual income, excluding bulk 
sales, is $257,000: a $46,000 shortfall. With a $7,000 reduction in payroll the District will take in about $14,000 more 
than expenses.  
You have a Constitutional right to protest. According to Proposition 218 if 50% plus one object to the increase then the 
District will have to try something else. The District Board of Directors want to work with everyone, and want to know 
what your opinion is. A hearing will be held at the above time and place for you to voice your opinion or you can mail in 
your opinion to PO Box 187, Johannesburg, CA. 93528.                                                                  Over 

                  Current Rates                                                                                                                Proposed Rates 

$46 basic fee                   Includes 1500 gal. $60.00  basic fee                   includes 1500 gallons 

1501-3000 gallons         .015 1501-3000 gallons                 0.175 

3001-10,000 gallons     .0175 3001-10,000 gallons             .02 

10,000 gallons & up      .02 10,000 gallons & up              .0225 

                  Current Rates                                                                                                           Proposed Rates 
1500 gallons                $46.00 1500 gallons                 $60.00 
2000                              $53.50 2000                               $68.75 
2500                              $61.00 2500                               $77.50 
3000                              $68.50 3000                               $86.25 
3500                              $77.25 3500                               $96.25 
4000                              $86.00 4000                               $106.25 
4500                              $94.75 4500                               $116.25 
5000                              $103.50 5000                               $126.25 
5500                              $ etc. 5500                               $  etc. 
10,000                           $191.00 10,000                            $226.25 
15,000                           $291.00 15,000                            $338.75 



This is your water company: it is the communi es investment. We built it, and paid it off only a few years ago. There 
are only 266 ac ve meters and that is what makes it difficult to maintain reasonable rates, especially when the price of 
everything else is going through the roof. As the new General Manager, I am commi ed to keeping the costs down. I 
am also commi ed to keeping the rates reasonable, which means; if the reserves are restored to a comfortable 
amount, I will insist that we re-review the rates, and together we can insist that they are reduced. 

This has nothing to do with the grant project other than we agreed to “[G]enerate Revenues in the amounts necessary 
to cover Opera ons and Maintenance Costs” (Exhibit D Para 3. Agreement NO. SWRCB000000000D1902052).  

If you have ques ons or comments, come to the hearing or write. If you want to protest the rate increase, you must be 
the owner of the property or have the meter in your name and/or financially responsible for the bill. Your protest must 
be in wri ng clearly sta ng that you protest the rate increase. Your protest must have the account number—one for 
each meter—and the mailing address where you receive your bill. It must be signed and dated by you or a spouse. The 
District must receive protests by the end of the hearing either by U.S. Mail or hand delivered to the address on this 
no ce. 

If passed the new rates will be reflected on your August bill.  

 

Your considera on in the ma er is greatly appreciated,  

Greg Thompson, General Manager, RCWD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                               


